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Message from the Parishes Administrator 
I have been made aware that some people are having trouble accessing
iKnowChurch. Please use the following link to access the login page and

bookmark this page:
https://tendringanddedham.myiknowchurch.co.uk/login

Please ensure all events and advertising is sent to stmaryda@gmail.com by the 20
of the month for the following months edition. Please ensure all posters are in PNG or

JPG format to be uploaded onto the websites.

th



Dear friends,
A popular TV programme at the moment in our household is Long Lost Family,

particularly the series where babies left to be found by others, as grown up adults,
are seeking to find their birth families. The stories are very moving but often with

good intentions for the flourishing of the infant and a deep longing from the person
to find out their root identity

In a world that constantly tells us who we should be, not knowing birth origins puts
huge emotional toll on people who know they are adopted. We often define

ourselves by our jobs, our relationships, our successes, or even our failures but our
birth origins are intrinsically important to us all.

As Christians though, there is more to our identity than our birth origins and what
we do with our lives. We are children of God through our belief and faith in Jesus

(John 1 v12), we are always loved by God (Romans 8 v38-39) and our purpose can be
found in God too, serving him and others to grow a kingdom of love, justice and

peace (1 Peter 2 v9).
To have our identity in Christ means that our worth is no longer up for public debate.

It is not defined by what we do, nor where we are from. It does not arise from our
gifts and talents nor by our personalities. We are all children of God, chosen and

dearly loved.
When we root our lives in this truth, everything changes. The pressure to prove

ourselves fades away, replaced by a quiet confidence. We no longer need to look to
the world for validation because the Creator of the universe has already called us His
own. This identity doesn’t make us perfect, but it does make us secure. It gives us a

firm foundation to face life’s challenges with hope and grace.
Finding our roots is important and for most of us it is a known thing. But there is a

deeper, unshakeable truth available to every one of us: our true identity is found in
Christ. Whatever our roots and our past, it is the future to which we move towards.

Having our identity in Christ is a firm foundation to face the future in confidence,
knowing we have the gracious love of God always with us and for us. I pray we may

all know something of this truth with whatever our family tree looks like.

Best wishes
Revd John Saxon

A Message from our Minister



Tendring and Colchester Borders Garden Community – 
Church engagement with these new communities

Save the Date: On the evening of 23rd November there will be an event for all
interested people in churches in Colchester, St Osyth and Harwich Deaneries to

explore together how we as the church can engage in helping to build community and
flourishing in the new Tendring and Colchester Borders Garden Community. We will

be joined by Bishop Roger and the Project director from Clarion (the developer), Russ
Edwards. The event will take place at St Andrew's Church Alresford in the evening

(exact timings TBC.)  We encourage you to consider coming along with your
questions, concerns and hopes. We anticipate full details being available at the start

of October.
If you have any further questions at this stage, then please do be in touch with Emma

Sivyer (Colchester Area Mission Officer esivyer@chelmsford.anglican.org).

mailto:esivyer@chelmsford.anglican.org


WHAT’S ON

An Evening of Gin -  Talk & Tasting
St. Edmund King & Martyr, Tendring 
Friday 9  October 7:30pm - 10:30pmth

Book your ticket : https://eastcoastdistillery.co.uk/product/an-
evening-of-gin/

Dedham Mission Sale
St. Mary the Virgin, Dedham
31st October 10am - 12noon

DEDHAM CHURCH TREE WORKS 
The large horse chestnut standing in front of Dedham Church is a
beautiful and much loved tree which needs to be maintained in a
good condition. All the trees in the churchyard are inspected on a

regular basis and we have been advised by two independent
experts that this tree is outgrowing its strength and needs to be cut

back to ensure its survival. This will also lessen the chances of old
branches falling off and possibly causing damage or injury.

The work is scheduled to take place in the first week of November
and will take approximately 3 days to complete. During this time the
footpath and part of the road will need to be closed; permission for

this has been given by Colchester City Council - DEDHAM PCC 



October is Pledge Month in the Tendring and Dedham
Parishes. This is the time in the year when we prayerfully
consider our giving to the work of God’s Kingdom in our

midst. It’s also a time of thanksgiving for all that God has
done and is doing and a time of hope and faith as we
imagine all that He might do in our midst in the year

ahead. John and Phillip will be sharing a message from
the episode in Jesus’ life where He commends the

widow’s offering in Mark 12:41-44.

Sunday, 4 October at 5pm at St. Nicholas’ Church,
Harwich (CO12 3DR), six young people and two adults

from St. Mary’s, Dedham and four adults from All Saints,
Great Oakley will be Confirmed by the Right Reverend

Roger Morris, Area Bishop of Colchester. John and Phillip
warmly invite you to come and support these candidates
as they make a public declaration of their faith and take

this significant step in their spiritual journey.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2012:41-44&version=NIVUK


T h e  D u c h y  B a r n  C i n e m a  w i l l  r e s u m e  t h i s  O c t o b e r  w i t h
t h e  s c r e e n i n g  o f  a n  “ a l l - t i m e  g r e a t ”  b y  B i l l y  W i l d e r ,

f o l l o w e d  b y  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  m o v i e s
e v e r  m a d e .  F i l m s  a r e  n o r m a l l y  s c h e d u l e d  o n  t h e  l a s t

We d n e s d a y  o f  e v e r y  m o n t h ,  s t a r t i n g  a t  1 0 a m .  
T h e  s e a s o n  l a s t s  f r o m  O c t o b e r  t o  A p r i l  i n c l u s i v e  w i t h  2

a d d i t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n ’s  f i l m s  s c h e d u l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  J u n e  h a l f
t e r m  a n d  s u m m e r  h o l i d a y s .

P l e a s e  p u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a t e s  i n  y o u r  d i a r i e s  f o r  o u r
f i r s t  3  f i l m s :

 W E D N E S D AY  2 8  O C TO B E R  AT  1 0 A M
 W E D N E S D AY  2 5  N OV E M B E R  AT  1 0 A M
 W E D N E S D AY  0 9  D E C E M B E R  AT  1 0 A M

Fo r  a  l i s t  a n d  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  f i l m s  w e  s h a l l  b e
s h o w i n g ,  p l e a s e  p i c k  u p  a  l e a f l e t  f r o m  t h e  b a c k  o f  S t .
M a r y ’s  C h u r c h ,  D e d h a m  o r  t h e  D u c h y  B a r n  o r  c a l l  t h e

p a r i s h  o f f i c e  o n  0 1 2 0 6  3 2 2 1 3 6 .
E n t r a n c e  i s  f r e e  a n d  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  d r i n k s  a n d  c a k e s  a r e
s e r v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r v a l ,  h a l f  w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i l m .  

A L L  a r e  w e l c o m e !
P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  p l a c e s  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  3 4  a n d  w e  o p e r a t e

o n  a  “ f i r s t  c o m e  f i r s t  s e r v e d ”  b a s i s .
A n y  c h i l d r e n  m u s t  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  r e s p o n s i b l e

a d u l t .
We  v e r y  m u c h  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w e l c o m i n g  y o u  t o  o u r

2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7  s e a s o n !









 

 







S E R V I C E S  TO  R E M E M B E R
YO U R  LOV E D  O N E S

E v e r y  y e a r  w e  h o l d  s e r v i c e s  i n  w h i c h  w e  r e m e m b e r
o u r  l o v e d  o n e s  w h o  h a v e  p a s s e d ,  w h e t h e r  r e c e n t l y

o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  a g o .  
T h i s  y e a r  w e  w i l l  b e  h o l d i n g  3  s e r v i c e s  a c r o s s  t h e

b e n e f i c e  o n  t h e  1  N o v e m b e r .s t

L I G H T  A  C A N D L E  S E R V I C E S
A l l  S a i n t s ,  Wr a b n e s s  -  3 p m

S t .  G e o r g e ’s  G t .  B r o m l e y  -  3 p m
R E M E M B E R I N G  YO U R  LOV E D  O N E S  S E R V I C E

S t .  M a r y ’s ,  A r d l e i g h  -  3 p m

I n  e a c h  s e r v i c e  w e  r e m e m b e r  o u r  l o v e d  o n e s  b y
r e a d i n g  o u t  t h e i r  n a m e s .  S i a n n e  i n  t h e  p a r i s h  o f f i c e
w i l l  b e  s e n d i n g  o u t  a n  e m a i l  w i t h  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  o n

h o w  t o  r e g i s t e r  y o u r  l o v e d  o n e s  n a m e s  t o  b e  r e a d
o u t  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e .





Benefice Announcements
From the church registers in August

Funerals with churchyard Burial:
Great Bromley - June Wenden

Funeral Service:
Dedham - Mary Allen

Tendring - John Fitzgerald
Wrabness - David Melville Sweeting

Interments:
Tendring - Stephen Charles Howard
Great Oakley - Hugh Donald Stock

Weddings:
Dedham - Anna Buttery and Edwin Poon

Maddison Austin and Max Wright
Cara Evans and Alexander Smith

Annabel Wellington and Dominic Hill 
Baptisms:

Dedham - Ivy Mumford

THREADS THROUGH CREATION EXHIBITION
4 September to 7 October 2026 

9am to 5pm daily
Chelmsford Cathedral

This is a spectacular display of twelve massive vibrant silk
panels depicting the Genesis creation story.

Created by renown textile artist Jacqui Parkinson, the artwork
features nearly 8 million stitches and stretches almost 3 metres

high.

ADMISSION IS FREE (DONATIONS ARE WELCOME)
recommended by Rev John & Dawn Saxon



4th October 18th
After Trinity

11th October
19th After Trinity

18th October
20th After Trinity

25th October Last
Sunday of Trinity

All Saints Great
Oakley

09:30 Holy
Communion

Harvest

09:30 Morning
Praise

09:30 Holy
Communion

09:30 Family
Praise*

All Saints Wrabness
11:00 Morning
Prayer Harvest

11:00 Holy
Communion

11:00 Morning
Praise

11:00 Holy
Communion

St Edmund King &
Martyr Tendring

09:30 Holy
Communion

18:30 Evensong
with the Deanery
Choir

09:30 Morning
Prayer

St. George the Martyr
Great Bromley

11:00 Holy
Communion (BCP)

11:00 Holy
Communion

18:30 Evensong
11:00 Holy
Communion

St. Leonard & St. Mary
Beaumont

11:00 Harvest Holy
Communion with
Archdeacon Ruth

11:00 Morning
Prayer

18:00 Evensong

St. Mary the Virgin
Ardleigh

08:00 Holy
Communion (BCP)
09:30 Cafe Church
with KSO*

09:30 Holy
Communion
with KSO*

09:30 Holy
Communion with
KSO*

09:30 Morning
Praise Harvest
with KSO* 15:00
Guide Dog
Service

St. Mary the Virgin
Dedham

09:30 Rise N Shine*
17:00 Evensong

11:00 Holy
Communion

09:30 Matins
17:00 Revive@5**

09:30 Holy
Communion

St. Mary the Virgin
Little Bentley

11:00 Morning
Prayer

11:00 Holy
Communion

St. Mary the Virgin Wix
11:00 Morning
Prayer

11:00 Morning
Prayer

October Services across the Benefice

BCP - Book of Common Prayer service
Holy Communion - Common worship

Morning Prayer/Praise - Non-Eucharistic service
   * Less formal service suitable for children and families

** Informal Contemprary Worship
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