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Can we help?   
Sometimes things in life can just get too 

much to cope with on your own… 

Psalm 34:18:  The Lord is close to the 

broken-hearted and saves those who are 

crushed in spirit.  If you would like some 

support or know of any one who would,  

please contact: Ann Shaw 322 192 

or Christine Mingay 230 723  

If you have been bereaved or know of 

anyone who has, please contact  

Vee Druit 322 000  

or Ruth Higginson 322 598 

First Steps:  

Want to get back involved with church 

but don’t know where to start?   

Contact Liz and John Reed 323 770 
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Dedham Parish Magazine 
   FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1876           

         

If you would like a lift to church  

contact Ann Shaw 322 192  

or  Ruth Higginson 322 598 

http://www.dedham-and-ardleigh-parishes.org.uk/
mailto:stmaryda@gmail.com
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Follow us on facebook Dedham and Ardleigh parishes 

Book ahead: seats for  

Carol services, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services  

need to be booked in advance via our website  
  

 Sunday, 6th December  

 9.30am  Rise N’Shine   Dedham * 

 11am  Morning Prayer   Ardleigh  

 5pm   Compline    Dedham * 

 Sunday, 13th December  

 8am   Holy Communion  Ardleigh  

 11am  Holy Communion  Dedham * 

 
 

 Friday, 18th December  

 6pm   Carol Service   Dedham  

 Saturday, 19th December  

 6pm   Carol Service   Dedham  

 6pm   Carol Service   Ardleigh  

 Sunday, 20th December  

 8am   Holy Communion  Ardleigh  

 11am  Carol Service   Dedham * 

 11am  Carol Service   Ardleigh 

 3pm   Sunday@3    via zoom  

 6pm   Drive in Carols   Ardleigh Car Boot site book your free 

       tickets via  www.popcornmovies.co.uk 

 Christmas Eve  

 3pm   Crib Service   Dedham  

 3pm  Crib Service   Ardleigh  
 11pm  Midnight Mass   Dedham * 

 11pm  Midnight Mass   Ardleigh 

 Christmas Day  

 8am   Holy Communion  Ardleigh  

 10am  Family Communion  Dedham * 
 Sunday, 27th December  

 11am   Benefice Service   Dedham  

*Service will be live streamed via our website 

SERVICES & EVENTS DECEMBER 
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 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC78SZfH5QRXMpy7DgfwYsIg  
 

Morning and Evening Prayer online Monday to Friday at 9am and 5pm  

Weekly Midweek Services 10.30am Morning Prayer, Dedham every Tuesday  
 

Saturday Morning Prayer 

9am, Saturday, 12th December (Ardleigh or Zoom)  

Come and join us for prayer for our benefice and the wider community  

on the second Saturday of the month, Saturday, 9th January at Ardleigh Church.  
 

Men’s Breakfast 

9am Saturday, 5th & 19th December (Vicarage or Zoom)  

Every other week on Saturday, bring your own buttie!  

Saturday, 16th & 30th January, 9am at The Vicarage.  
 

Ardleigh Friendship Group every second & fourth Tuesday 10am  

Please bring your own drink and food. (Ardleigh Church).  

We look forward to seeing you!  
 

Walk & Talk  

Starting from Dedham Church 10am Thursday, 10th December 

Starting from Dedham Church 10am Thursday, 14th January 

for fellowship 

JANUARY 2021 
 Sunday 3rd January  

 9.30am  Rise N’Shine   Dedham * 

 11am  Morning Prayer   Ardleigh  

 5pm   Compline    Dedham * 

 Sunday 10th January  

 8am   Holy Communion  Ardleigh  

 11am  Holy Communion  Dedham * 

 Sunday, 17th January  

 9.30am  Matins    Dedham * 

 11am  Parish Eucharist   Ardleigh  

 3pm   Sunday at 3   online via zoom  

 Sunday, 24th January  

 8am   Holy Communion  Ardleigh  

 9.30am  Morning Praise   Dedham * 

 5pm   ReVive@5    Dedham * 

 Sunday, 31st January  

 11am  Benefice Service   Dedham * 
*Service will be live streamed via our website 

 SERVICES & EVENTS 
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Come and join the Journey to Christmas  

with our Nativity trail  

from Sunday 13th December at Dedham Churchyard 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drive in Carols 
Sunday 20th December at 6pm 

Ardleigh car boot site 

Book your free tickets on line www.popcornmovies.co.uk 
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Sing Silent Night  

at 8pm on 20th December 
Join us at Drive in Carols or come out on your doorstep and 

light a candle more details www.singsilentnight.org  

http://www.singsilentnight.org/
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            VIEWPOINT:  

We’re delighted that as we come out of 

the national lockdown we are able to 

offer you a variety of Christmas services 

this month. We hope that these will 

bring you some Comfort and Joy as we 

can gather in a different way at the end 

of a very difficult year. 

 

So many freedoms that we take for 

granted have been taken from us this 

year as our nation has struggled to cope 

with the pandemic. In some ways this 

has sharpened our appreciation of those 

very people and things that we have 

been separated from. 

 

This month is known in the church 

calendar as Advent (from the Latin word 

adventus which means coming) is an 

annual time when Christians traditionally 

prepare for the feasting of Christmas 

celebrating the birth of Jesus, by 

deciding to set themselves aside from 

the normal things that they rely upon. 

So Advent can be a time to live more 

simply so that we appreciate the feasting 

of Christmas with even more gratitude. 

This Advent we are exploring how our 

faith brings to us the unshakeable 

foundations of Hope, Love, Peace and Joy. 

Do join us as we explore them together 

Sunday by Sunday, you can watch our 

livestream services via our website, or 

join us in person. 

 

Later this month you will be able to join 

in with a variety of services, but this year 

you will need to book in for these services 

via our website, as numbers are limited at 

each. We’re offering our traditional 

Carols by Candlelight over the weekend 

of 18-20th  December; a Drive in Carols 

at Ardleigh on 20th and Crib Services in 

the churchyards on Christmas Eve.  

 

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen is going to 

feature as one of our carols this year – 

it’s one of the oldest carols dating from 

the 16th Century. In it’s chorus we find 

the words Comfort and Joy both of which 

we pray that you will know in some 

measure this Christmas-time. 

Take care, 

Reverend Antony  
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FAIRTRADE 
Do you ever wish you could make a difference to injustice in the world (even a 

little one)?  Well you can,  by supporting, purchasing and using Fairtrade products 

whenever you can. There are now many on the general market...    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

...and both our Churches in the Benefice are now fully accredited as being 

"Fairtrade" and continue to actively promote this (in 'normal' times) both by  

using fairly traded products from our hospitality units and the sale of  food  

products, goodies and gifts every month, and on various other occasions.  

To  find out more about availability or just general information, please call 

07595618779 or 07760124399.   

Why don’t you come & join the next 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

meeting which is on Thursday 

10th December 

This group is for anyone who finds themselves on their own through  

bereavement and is looking for friendship.   

We meet outside Dedham church & depart at 10:00 am,  
we aim for a good walk for about an hour or just over.   

On our return we had coffee outside from the mobile van but are hoping 

to go to the Arts Centre when COVID restrictions allow.   

Please wear good walking boots etc.  

 WALK & TALK / FAIRTRADE 
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tear me out 
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        CHRISTMAS COLOURING COMPETITION 

Christmas Colouring Competition 
Download the outline of a candle from the Parish Website,                                                           

https://www.dedham-and-ardleigh-parishes.org.uk  
and go to Children and Family Resources. Look under Sunday At 3 
Resources, or create your own outline of a candle on a sheet of A4 
paper. Decorate the candle how ever you would like, crayons, paint, 
stick things on or write a prayer/poem. Once you are finished, send a 

picture of your candle to the Parish Email Address,  
office@dedham-and-ardleigh-parishes.org.uk 

Remember to add your name, age and school. 
Many prizes. Good luck. 

A Christingle “Scavenger Hunt” 
Sunday at 3 is on line…  

join us for all our usual fun but via zoom.  
Our next live meeting is on Sunday 20

th
 December at 3pm.                   

Do join us from your homes for a Christingle story with a difference.                                                        
For log in details, please see the Church Chimes. 

https://www.dedham-and-ardleigh-parishes.org.uk
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 FEATURE:  NO WAY OVER THE BRIDGE 

 

From the register:  
Burials:  

Martin ‘Jeremy’ Rogerson,  

4th Nov 2020 

Interment of Ashes:  

Brian Ernest Shambrook,  

11th Nov 2020 

Funeral service only:  

Tania Anna Lyle,  

18th Nov 2020 

Baptism: Arthur Moore 

25th October 2020 

 

No Way over the bridge… 
The bridge at Dedham carrying the B1029 

over the River Stour is currently undergoing 

some major maintenance works.  The bridge 

was constructed in 1974 and incorporates 

the abutments of the narrower bridge that it 

replaced.  The bridge deck consists of six 

main steel and concrete beams supporting a 

reinforced concrete deck slab.  Each of the 

main beams is supported on steel bearings 

that are fixed to the abutments.  In addition 

to transferring the loads from the bridge 

deck into the supporting abutments, the 

bearings accommodate rotations and 

horizontal loads and movements from the 

bridge deck.  Bridge bearings are replaceable 

elements that have a service-life that is 

generally shorter than that of the bridge as a 

whole. 

The bearings at the south-end of the bridge 

have reached the end of their service-life and 

need to be replaced.  The works that are 

currently underway are for the replacement 

of the bearings at the south-end of the 

bridge, together with maintenance works to 

the bearings at the north-end. Opportunity 

is also being taken to undertake other 

maintenance works to the bridge whilst we 

have ready access, such as parapet painting 

and concrete repairs. 

To enable the bearings to be replaced the 

bridge deck needs to be jacked-up off the 

abutments to take the weight off the 

bearings.  This involves positioning significant 

jacking frames between bearings and 

installation of hydraulic jacks that can be 

used to lift the deck.  Once the deck has 

been raised, the tops of the reinforced 

concrete abutments then have to be 

carefully demolished below the existing 

bearings to enable the bolts that attach the 

bearings to the abutments to be removed.  

The old bearings are then removed, new 

bearings installed, and the abutments 

reinstated, before lowering the bridge down 

onto the new bearings, and then removing 

the jacks and lifting frames. 

Lifting of the bridge deck necessitates other 

works such as repositioning/isolating the 

utilities services that cross the bridge, and 

replacement of the bridge joints and 

waterproofing.  The works also require the 

construction of significant temporary 

scaffolding/working platforms to gain access 

the bearings.  

 
Colin Godfrey BSc (Hons) CEng MICE  

Structures Asset Manager, Suffolk Highways 
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Temporary scaffolding installed adjacent to South abutment to provide access to bearings.  

 

Corroded existing bearing supporting bridge  

beam and cracked concrete abutment. 

One of the temporary jacking frames installed  

on the South abutment ready to be jacked-up to  

lift the bridge deck off the bearings.  
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 FEATURE: THREE BRIDGES 

Three Bridges 

 
By severing our closest way into Suffolk 

the temporary closure of Mill Lane for 

bridge repairs reminds us how 

important the river crossing must have 

been in establishing the position of the 

original Anglo-Saxon settlement at 

Dedham. This was the lowest point 

where the Stour could normally be 

crossed; the ford at Flatford could only 

be used at dry times or seasons. 

Dedham’s ford was downstream from 

the present bridge near the first bend of 

the river. It is thought that a track to it 

may have led directly from the corner of 

Brook Street behind Dedham Hall and 

through what is now the site of the 

Sewage Treatment Works. In the 

medieval period, when the first bridge 

was built in a position near the present 

mill, Mill Lane was realigned to approach 

it. We do not know the date but it is 

likely to have been earlier than 1548, 

when some of the proceeds from the 

sale of church plate were used to pay 

for building a bridge. This may have been 

only a footbridge but the prosperous 

wool trade in the fifteenth century 

would already have ensured the need 

f o r  co n v e n i e n t  t r a n sp o r t  o f 

merchandise. 

 

The earliest representations of the 

bridge at Dedham Mill show a wooden 

structure supported by two pairs of 

sturdy posts standing in the river and 

abutments at either end. Flatford bridge 

which was built in this way provides an 

examp le  o f  t rad i t iona l  br idge 

construction all along the Stour. After it 

had been renewed in the early twentieth 

century using thirty tons of English oak 

there was a proposal in 1927 to replace 

it with an iron bridge. A fundraising 

campaign for a traditional wooden 

bridge was finally successful and resulted 

in 1951 in the construction of the 

present replica, made in Burmese wood 

to the original design.  

 

The freight business introduced by the 

Stour Navigation Company, created in 

1705, dominated the river during the 

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and 

the traffic it generated meant that the 

central openings of earlier bridges had 

to be widened to accommodate the 

breadth of the barges. Moreover to 

allow for heavier weights being 

transported over the bridges, it was 

necessary to add a central vertical 

support between the existing two on 

either side. Stress on the timbers meant 

that repairs were constantly needed and 

bridges often had to be rebuilt. The 

Navigation was responsible for repairs 

but by the end of the nineteenth century 

it was failing and on the verge of 

bankruptcy; so  the local authorities had 

to take over. The ever-increasing load of 

heavier traffic over Dedham bridge 

meant that the traditional wooden 

structure was first replaced by an iron 

bridge in 1900 and then rebuilt in 

concrete in 1974. Nearly half a century 

later the concrete bridge itself requires 

major maintenance. Suffolk County 

Council is currently carrying out this 

essential work, which includes replacing 

the bearings at the south end and 

installation of new movement joints.  
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Dedham bridge in 1898, showing its central opening with three supporting posts on either side.  

On the right is the decking carrying the tow path across the tributary.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flatford bridge, a replica of the original bridge constructed in Burmese wood in 1951,  

illustrating the traditional construction of bridges along the Stour  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dedham’s iron bridge installed in 1900.  
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A bridge at Stratford St Mary was first 

recorded in 1441. This was on the edge 

of Dedham parish at the bottom of Gun 

Hill and lay on or near the road which 

had been the main route from 

Colchester to Ipswich since Roman 

times. It was clearly important to our 

village because in the early sixteenth 

century wealthy Dedham merchants 

Thomas Webb and his son both 

bequeathed money for repairs to this 

“great bridge" and John Webb also left 

money to repair the highway between 

Stratford bridge and Dedham church. St 

John’s chapel, recorded in 1523, stood 

just south of the bridge until it was 

demolished in 1826. The highway 

became a turnpike road in 1725 and the 

toll house on the Dedham side survived 

until 1926. A watercolour by John 

Constable shows it in 1800 with a gate 

the full width of the entrance to the 

bridge. A cast-iron sign on display by the 

toll house, now preserved in the porch 

of Langham Church, implored drivers to 

spare their horses on dangerously steep 

Gun Hill: 

 
THE DUMB ANIMALS HUMBLE PETITION 

REST, DRIVERS REST,  

ON THIS STEEP HILL, 

DUMB BEASTS, PRAY USE,  

WITH ALL GOOD WILL 

GOAD NOT, SCOURGE NOT,  

WITH THONGED WHIPS 

LET NOT, ONE CURSE,  

ESCAPE YOUR LIPS. 

“GOD SEES AND HEARS”. 

 

Stratford bridge has been rebuilt many 

times. A wooden bridge was threatened 

by floods in 1614 and repairs to it, or 

perhaps its successor, were carried out 

in the 1660s. In the late eighteenth 

century a new bridge was built to the 

design of the Essex County Surveyor 

John Johnson (1732-1814) with Essex 

and Suffolk County Councils jointly 

liable for maintenance costs. In less than 

ten years it was swept away and in 1795 

Johnson built another wooden bridge 

relocated to the east of the earlier 

crossing, this time with brick abutments 

at either end.  Ninety years later this 

was replaced by an iron bridge, which in 

turn was superseded by the present 

concrete version of 1928, described on 

a contemporary postcard as the County 

Bridge because it links Essex with 

Suffolk. 

 

Lying between Dedham and Flatford, 

Fen Bridge provides a direct route 

between Dedham and East Bergholt. In 

the late eighteenth century the painter 

John Constable went that way on his 

daily walk from his home in East 

Bergholt when he was a pupil at the 

Grammar School in Dedham. Built on 

the site of an earlier ford, the bridge had 

fallen into a dilapidated state by the time 

it finally collapsed in the late 1930s. It 

was demolished in the 1940s and not 

replaced until 1985 when the Suffolk 

County Council built a new single-span 

footbridge, constructed mainly off-site 

and installed with some difficulty. The 

plan was for a Chinook helicopter to lift 

the main section into position in 

February but unfortunately on the day 

the downdraught from the helicopter’s 

rotors was too strong to allow it to be 

accurately positioned. The engineers had 

to wait for the water meadows to dry 

out in the spring before a mobile crane 

 FEATURE: THREE BRIDGES 
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Ted Eley’s photograph of barges parked up beside Dedham bridge (one of its rivets can be seen bottom left) in the early 

twentieth century. After they were introduced in 1705 bridges had to be altered to provide a wider central opening.  

could be brought in to complete the job 

the following summer. The total cost 

was £1400.  

 

Fen Bridge carries both the Stour Valley 

Path and St Edmund’s Way across the 

river. Sadly structural problems mean 

that it is currently closed for an 

indefinite period, suspending one of 

Dedham’s favourite round walks. It is 

sorely missed. 

© Lucy Archer  
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 Feature: Dedham War Memorial 

A postcard showing Stratford bridge before 1926, when the toll house (on the right) was demolished.  

A postcard showing Stratford St Mary’s concrete bridge at the bottom of Gun Hill, which was built in 1928 

 FEATURE: THREE BRIDGES 
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 Fen Bridge in the early twentieth century. 
Lifting the new Fen Bridge into place, February 1985 
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 Dedham Parish Council            

Dedham Parish Council 
 

Hedges and ditches 

The Parish Council would once again 

like to thank all landowners who 

regularly cut their hedges along our 

roadsides and attend to verges and 

ditches. It makes such a difference for 

motorists and pedestrians. Thank you! 

If there are any hedges and ditches 

which are causing a problem for 

residents then please get in touch with 

the Clerk. 

 

Elections 

Residents may remember that this 

year’s local elections, which were 

scheduled for May, were delayed by 

twelve months as part of the 

government response to Covid-19. This 

meant that the term of office of the 

current members of DPC was 

extended for one year. The elections 

will be held in May 2021 and anyone 

interested in standing for election to 

the Parish Office is encouraged to get 

in touch with either the Clerk or any of 

the Councillors (contact details may be 

found on our website). 

 

Village sweepers and cleaners! 

Thank you very much to those 

residents who quietly and unobtrusively 

sweep leaves and clean benches etc in 

the village. Your efforts are noticed and 

very much appreciated.  

 

We still have a vacancy for an official 

‘litter picker’ if anyone is interested in 

applying.  

 

 

Playground 

It’s lovely to see so many young people 

and their parents enjoying the 

playground on fine days. Please, please 

make sure you follow the rules for safe 

play which are attached to the fencing.  

 

Road safety 

Now that the dark evenings are with us 

once again it makes sense to wear light 

or high visibility clothing when out and 

about at dusk and in the dark. 

 

It can be very difficult for motorists to 

see dog walkers, runners, cyclists in the 

dark on our mostly unlit roads and it’s 

very easy to set out for a walk in the 

daylight inadequately prepared for dusk! 

Please make sure that you can be seen 

by wearing bright clothing and by using 

a torch or high intensity cycle lamp.  

 

Remote meetings 

We will continue to meet remotely 

using ‘Zoom’ for the foreseeable future. 

Meetings are normally held at 7pm on 

the first Monday of each month. Full 

details are on our website and we 

welcome any member of the public 

who would like to attend. 

Nicola Baker 

 

www.dedhamparishcouncil.co.uk 

Parish Clerk, Emma Cansdale,  

01255 871483  

clerk@dedhamparishcouncil.co.uk  

mailto:clerk@dedhamparishcouncil.co.uk
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          Dedham Primary School 
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 LOCAL CLUBS             

Stour Valley U3A 
News: A number of our activity groups 

wil l  resume when Government 

guidelines allow.  Groups, such as 

philosophy, book club and languages 

communicate via Zoom.  The garden 

visits group has a number of visits 

planned, including a holiday at 

Harrogate. 

Membership: We are always open to 

new members. Our fee for 2020/21 is 

just £8. To find out more, visit our 

website to see how we work and get 

the latest updates:   

stourvalleyu3a.org.uk  or contact  

Graham Manuel (chair)  

gandamanuel@gmail.com or Sue Basted 

(secretary)  susanbasted10@gmail.com 

About us: Stour Valley U3A is one of 

more than 1,000 U3A groups in the UK. 

We have just over 400 members based 

i n  t h e  E s s e x / S u f f o l k  b o r d e r 

e n comp a s s i n g  a r e a s  i n c l u d i n g 

Manningtree, Dedham, East Bergholt and 

Shotley.  We work with neighbouring 

branches in Hadleigh, Harwich and 

Colchester which provides a wider 

range  o f  soc i a l  and  l e arn i ng 

opportunities.  The Third Age Trust 

looks after all U3As nationally bringing 

together people in their “third age” to 

develop their interests and continue 

learning in a friendly and informal 

environment. Third age is a time after 

you have finished working full-time and 

have time to pursue interests or just try 

something new.  
 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Greetings  

from England’s only surviving  

Methodist Silver Band 

BOXTED METHODIST  

SILVER BAND 
What a year for the Band and for all of 

us. We were just preparing for a 

fundraising concert at Dedham Church 

when the pandemic impacted on 

everyone. 

 

Covid-19 restrictions mean that this 

year Boxted Methodist Silver Band (at 

the time of writing, according to 

national lockdown restrictions but 

hopefully they may be lifted) will not be 

able to undertake all of its hectic 

December schedule of performances 

ahead of Christmas, which last year 

totalled nearly 20 – with the Band 

bringing the spirit and joy of Christmas 

to an estimated 4,500 people at 

supermarkets in Colchester, outdoors 

at Nayland and Long Melford, and of 

course here in Boxted at our annual 

concert at Boxted Village Hall………and 

touring different residential areas in the 

village. 

 

However, the Band are committed to 

do whatever we can do to reach out 

with the Christmas spirit and music as 

we have for more than 120 years. 

Boxted Methodist Silver Band is the only 

surviving Methodist band in England. It is 

unique, writes Sir Bob Russell, Chairman 

of the Band since autumn 2019. 

The Band was formed in 1898, and until 

this year (prior to Covid-19) it was 

based in the School Room next to 

Boxted Methodist Church – which 

closed the previous year, in July 2019. 

http://www.stourvalleyu3a.org.uk
mailto:gandamanuel@gmail.com
mailto:susanbasted10@gmail.com
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       DEDHAM VILLAGE QUIZ & HELPLINE DETAILS 

DEDHAM VILLAGE QUIZ 2021 
"It will sadly be no surprise for you to hear that the 2021 Dedham 

Village Quiz, scheduled for Saturday 16th January, will not be taking 
place.  The organisers do plan to arrange a new date as soon as it is 
clear that events of this nature (120 + people in one room!!) can take 

place once again and further information will be published in the 
Parish Magazine and on the Dedham Vale Voice Facebook page 

hopefully before too long.    
David & Vee Druitt & Jill Strangward" 

It had been the Band’s hope to remain in 

the School Room, which we persuaded 

Colchester Borough Council (with 

support from Boxted Parish Council) to 

register as an “asset of community 

value”. This gave a legal protection for 

the Band to have six months to raise 

£145,000 to buy the School Room. Alas, 

the shut-down caused by Covid-19 

meant that our fundraising efforts were 

in vain. To those that did donate, thank 

you. If, as we did not purchase that hall, 

you wish for your donation to be 

returned please get in touch. The Band 

really appreciates these donations and 

support as it has been a very difficult 

year for the Band. 

 

Colchester Methodist Circuit has shut 

four Methodist churches in villages 

around Colchester, but they cannot shut 

England’s only surviving Methodist Band 

– and the Band will stay in Boxted, loyal 

to its Boxted roots and keeping the 

word Methodist in its unique title. The 

School Room has now been sold by the 

Methodist Circuit. However, Boxted 

Methodist Silver Band plays on…….. 

 

Remaining in the village is key for the 

Band and it gives up great joy to 

announce that we have a new home! 

The owners of Fillpots Garden Centre 

have welcomed us and rehearsals will 

commence there shortly. This is truly 

wonderful for the Band, and for the 

village, and we thank Fillpots owner 

Richard for his kindness and community 

spirit. More about the Band and Fillpots 

events in the New Year. 

 

Once the Covid-19 restrictions are 

lifted the Band will resume its regular 

programme of performing not just in 

Boxted but also the wider area of 

Colchester and across the border into 

Suffolk as it has done for decades.  

 
Last year the Band performed at 

Windsor Castle, in Her Majesty the 

Queen’s private chapel. Similar 

prestigious locations are planned for the 

future – Westminster Central Hall and a 

concert at Dedham church with the 

Band’s 125th anniversary in 2023 very 

much something to look forward to. 

 
Boxted residents have given great 

support to the Band in the past, and the 

Band will continue to support the village 

in whatever way it can through the 

Christmas season and beyond. 
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 WALK & TALK / FAIRTRADE           

Friends of Dedham Church 

 
Many of you will be familiar with the 

work of the Friends of Dedham Church, 

formed in 2004 to help with repair and 

to maintain the church and churchyard, 

and assist other organisations in the 

village such as the primary school. 

 

The Friends are a registered charity and 

independent of the church.    The 

church building and churchyard are 

enjoyed both by residents and visitors.   

A large number of our Trustees and 

members are not churchgoers but want 

to support the fabric of this important 

part of our village. 

 

To date the Friends have given well over 

£180,000 and have supported, amongst 

other things, the restoration of the 

steps in the church tower and the 

viewing platform, restoration of the 

clerestory windows and redecoration of 

the nave, churchyard survey, renovation 

of the churchyard paths, various 

projects at the primary school, CCTV 

for the Duchy Barn, and cleaning of the 

war memorial.    As you may have seen 

from last month’s magazine, the latest 

project was the installation of two new 

toilets in the church, and a hospitality 

unit.   The Friends have promised up to 

a maximum of £10,000 towards the 

repair of the old guttering around the 

church, which is in bad condition.   We 

have also committed to help with the 

provision of streaming equipment at the 

school.   Important projects for the 

future include the restoration of the 

stained glass windows in the church, 

many of which are in a bad state of 

repair. 

 

I have been a Trustee since the Friends 

were formed in 2004 and recently 

became Chairman following the 

retirement as a Trustee of Peter 

Wilson.   In common with many 

charities reliant on fundraising, 2020 has 

been a difficult year for the Friends.   All 

our main fundraising activities and our 

social events, including the very popular 

annual Dedham Ball, were cancelled due 

to Covid 19.   However we look 

forward to 2021 and hope that to a 

large extent normal life can be resumed 

in the Spring. 

 

We would love to have new members.   

If you are interested in supporting this 

important part of our village and joining 

the Friends do have a look at our 

website at  

friendsofdedhamchurch.essexonline.net 

where you can learn more about it and 

download an application form. 

 

Jane Jewell  

http://www.friendsofdedhamchurch.essexonline.net
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          KORBAN AT CHRISTMAS 
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      KINGSLEIGH RESIDENTIAL            

 

High Street, Dedham, 

CO7 6DE 

SALES &  

LETTINGS 

sales@kingsleighresidential.co.uk 

lettings@kingsleighresidential.co.uk 

www.kingsleighresidential.co.uk 

EPC Rating: E Guide Price £750,000 

Monica House, Colchester Rd, Ardleigh, CO7 7PA 

Fabulous four-bedroomed, double-fronted house situated 

in Ardleigh which benefits from a generous plot of  

approximately 0.3 of an acre (subject to survey). 

Peter and the Kingsleigh Team would like to 

thank our wonderful neighbours for their sup-

port during this challenging year. 

 

Local businesses rely on the support of the  

community and could not survive without it. 

 

As a result of the feedback from our clients, 

we have become an award-winning agent in 

2020, achieving ‘Best in Essex’, in a prestigious 

national event. 

 

Wishing you all a happy and healthy 2021. 

Guide Price £800,000 EPC Rating: D 

Westmead, Dedham Road, Ardleigh, CO7 7QB 

Situated in a superior position amidst the glory of the 

north Essex countryside, this attractive cottage benefits 

from spacious family living accommodation and glorious 

gardens. 



OMMERCIAL ADVERTISING 
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                             ADVERTISING 

MARK  FAGE  ARCHITECT 
MODERN    AND    TRADITIONAL    DESIGN 

RESIDENTIAL  &  COMMERCIAL  PROJECTS 

LOCAL  KNOWLEDGE  AND  SUCCESS 

Tel   07976 655387       www.markfage.com 
        e mail           mark_fage@btinternet.com 

Bland Landscapes Ltd 

01206 230882 

www.blandlandscapes.co.uk 

Ivydene, Frating Road 

Colchester, Essex, CO7 7SY 

Our services include: 
 

Treework Specialists 

Felling  

Pruning 

Reducing  

Reshaping 

Stump grinding  

Seasoned Logs 

All types Fencing Inc. 

Equestrian Fencing 

Driveways 

Patios 

Turfing  

Planting  

Grass Cutting 

 

 

EXQUISITE ATTENTION TO DETAIL 
 

TOAD HALL 

THE HEATH, DEDHAM 

ESSEX, CO7 6BT 

01206 323230 
 

WWW.BAILANDCONSTRUCTIONLIMITED.CO.UK 

ENQUIRIES@BAILANDLTD.CO.UK 

Dedham Parish Magazine thanks the Advertisers for their support 

http://www.markfage.com
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P.J. SAMPSON 
BUILDERS 

 

COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

30 Years' Experience 

 

Tel: 01206 230619 
66 Tile Barn Lane Lawford   

 

Brick work Specialist 

Painting & Decorating 

Plastering and Carpentry 

Plumbing & Electrics 

Roofing 

 

All Property Maintenance 

 All Electrical Work Undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial 

Call for a free quotation 
Office: 01255 436410 

Mobile: 07939 554197 

Website: www.spenceelec.co.uk 

24 Hour Emergency Call Out Prompt Reliable Service 

ECA / NIC EIC Approved Electrical Contractor 

Fully Insured. New Installation. 

Rewires and Upgrades. 

Additional Sockets and Lighting. 

Garden / Garage Power and Lighting. 

Full Electrical Testing and Inspection Service. 

Domestic Electrical Fault Finding and Repair. 
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Toddlers  

Pre-school 

Children 

Teens 

Adults 

Ballet & Tap 

Modern 

Jazz 

Disco/Street  

Musical theatre 

Dance classes for ALL ages & abilities 
For fun, recreation, progressive ISTD examinations 

Tel: 01206 230806 Email: debbie@debbiemillar.co.uk 

www.debbiemillarschoolofdance.co.uk 

Dedham Parish Magazine thanks the Advertisers for their support 
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Dedham 

Church of England 

Primary School 
 

Lifelong love of learning 
 

A warm welcome awaits you at Dedham Primary School. 

Our team of dedicated teaching and support staff, school  

governors, parents and community work together for the  

benefit of all our children. 

 

We value an inclusive culture of learning where through  

a broad range of opportunities each and every child is  

supported and challenged to reach their full potential. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to our school. 
 

Headteacher: Mr David Larner 

www.dedham.essex.sch.uk 

01206 322242 

@PrimaryDedham 

 Please mention Dedham Parish Magazine when you contact any of these Advertisers 
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The new  
Cancer Care  Navigator Team  
are here to help people get the 

right help & support with all  
non-medical needs.   

They are trained staff working 
along side Ipswich & Colchester 

hospital & with the local GP  
surgeries to support newly  

diagnosed patients, their families 
& carers with practical, financial  
& emotional concerns they might 

have.   
You can self-refer by calling  
Colchester on 01206 487288  
or Ipswich on 01473 702125  

or you can email  
cancercarenavigators 

@esneft.nhs.uk 

mailto:cancercarenavigators@esneft.nhs.uk
mailto:cancercarenavigators@esneft.nhs.uk
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As more support services become digital,  it 

is often assumed that everyone has access to 

a computer. But some do not. 

Please support Beacon House, Colchester, 

so that we can help homeless people to 

access jobs, benefits and housing, or just 

keep in touch with families and friends. 

All our services are free to those in need, 

but our costs include IT equipment, 

software, internet services and literacy 

support. 

 

www.beaconhouseministries.org.uk 

Bank account: 23-05-80, 24181162 

Dedham Parish Magazine thanks the Advertisers for their support 
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 From an extra radiator 

        To a full heating system 
 

* Boiler changes 

* Bathroom suites 

* Aqualisa, New Team 

   & other showers 

* Electric showers 

* All heating and 

   plumbing repairs 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 

CORGI REGISTERED 
 

22 Bullock Wood Close 

COLCHESTER 

843 493 

S. J. Smith 
Plumbing and Heating 

Engineers 

 Please mention Dedham Parish Magazine when you contact any of these Advertisers 
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Your local pest control experts 

for home & business 

•    

•  

•  

•  

Free advice, fast response 
Highly accredited (NPTA) 
Fully qualified & insured 
Discreet — unmarked vehicles 

Tel: 01473 328092 (Holbrook) 
Email: info@eandspestsolutions.co.uk 

 

DOES YOUR DOG POSSESS THE  

FOLLOWING BEHAVIOURAL PROBLEMS? 
Dog on dog aggression?; People aggression?; 

Lead Pulling?; Constant barking?; Fears or phobias?; 

Jumping Up?; Separation Anxiety?; Resource Guarding? 

 

Steve Hutley (BCCSDip.CanBhvPrac) 

                    DOG BEHAVIOURIST      
Website: www.stevehutleydogrehab.co.uk 

Facebook: ‘Rehabilitation and Training’ 

      Email: steviehut@yahoo.co.uk 

If you answered YES to ANY of these questions, 

then please don’t hesitate!  
Give me a call on: 07859879559. 

Diana M Cleaning     
Home and Office Cleaning   

 
 
 

 
 
 

07925624123 
dianamarinova61@yahoo.co.uk  

Dedham Parish Magazine thanks the Advertisers for their support 
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                                                                  184271                                                         
Plumbing and Heating Limited 

Unit 1, Manningtree Road, Dedham 
   

Make us your first call for plumbing & heating requirements. 
 

We are your reliable local plumbers. We undertake all plumbing works from heating 
systems and bathroom suites to solar heating, air source & ground source heat pumps. 
 

We offer a free quotation service so please call us to find out more details. 
 

 Tel: 01206 323732  Fax: 01206 323735  email: steve@richardsonandrothwell.co.uk 

 Please mention Dedham Parish Magazine when you contact any of these Advertisers 
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Personal Training 
No Joining Fee 

 

Free Fitness Consultation 

Contact Mark 

07769703131 
mark@fitfaff.com  

A.Slocombe 

General Builder 
Hard Landscaping, 

Roofing and Property Maintenance 
 

Brickwork, Blockpaving Drives, Carpentry 

No job too small, for free friendly advice  

and estimates phone  

01206 322 884 / 07786 871 364 

 
LIDDLEBUILD BRICKWORK 

 

N.V.Q / City & Guild Qualified 
 

All aspects undertaken: 
New Builds, Extensions, Garden Walls 

Repair, Block Paving, Slab Work 
 

Call for a free quote today 
Tel: 07881 095818 

Email: liddleiain@hotmail.com 
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95 School Lane, Stratford St. Mary                        

Suffolk, CO7 6LZ 

Tel: 01206 322969 

Mob: 07534424493 

E-Mail: info@orwellelectrical.co.uk 

www.orwellelectrical.co.uk 

- Electrical Installations 

- Electrical Testing 

- Lighting Design 

- Fire Detection Services 

- 24-Hour Call out 

- Response Maintenance 

Call us for a free quotation 

 

01279 442432   
sales@huntersbrook.co.uk 

 

"Designers & fitters covering Essex & Suffolk" 

All aspects of building work e.g. extensions, re-
moval of walls etc, plastering, tiling, electrical & 

plumbing are undertaken as we project  
manage your kitchen from start to finish. 

 

HUNTERSBROOK 
The Kitchen & Bedroom Specialist 

 Please mention Dedham Parish Magazine when you contact any of these Advertisers 
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Industrial & Domestic 
ELECTRICIAN 

 

‘The Swift’, Upper Street, 
Stratford St Mary, 

Colchester CO7 6JW 
 

Tel: (01206) 322 751 

 

Dedham Parish Magazine thanks the Advertisers for their support 
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DEDHAM’S EAGER BEAVER 

HANDY MAN SERVICE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Grass Cutting                                          

* Hedging                                             

* Garden Maintenance 

ANY JOB YOU HATE 

WE CAN DO 

Ring Philip:  07939 250 018 
 

After 6pm  322 554 

 

Andrew Ablett  

Servicing & Repairs 
Foxash Workshop,  

Foxash, Lawford, CO11 2LR 
 

TEL: 07917 223274 
 

Servicing, Repairs, Diagnostics 

Cars - Vans - Motorcycles 

Riverside Avenue West 

Lawford 

Manningtree 

Essex 

CO11 1UN 

Tel / Fax: (01206) 393 191 
 

All Vehicle Body Repairs & Refinishing 

work undertaken including: 

 

∙ Insurance Work, MOT welding,  
   Panel  Beating and Spraying 

∙ Assistance given to “Non-Fault”  

   Third Party Insured 

∙ Collections and Delivery 

 

Dedham Parish Magazine thanks the Advertisers for their support 

 Tree Surgeon 

Providing excellence 
in: 

Tree Felling  - Canopy 
Reduction - Hedge 
Cutting 

Tree Shaping and pruning - Stump Grinding 
Pollarding - Emergency Storm Damage 
Free Consultation for Small and Large Jobs   

M: 07515 288736 

O:  01787 228341 

info@blaketreecare.co.uk  

www.blaketreecare.co.uk 

                       ADVERTISING 
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Richard Kimberley Services 

Lawn Mower Service and Repair Centre 
Rotary pedestrian, ride-on mowers, rotavators. 

Shear sharpening service. Welding expert. 
 

Telephone: 01206 230964             

Email: rks@richardkimberleyservices.co.uk 

88 Hungerdown Lane, Lawford, Manningtree, CO11 2LY 

Proven workmanship. Engineering workshop established  

over 30 years.   

Competitive, fast service, collection and delivery by arrangement. 

 Please mention Dedham Parish Magazine when you contact any of these Advertisers 
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R J Woods & Co  Accountants 
• Accounts   Confidential advice 
• Self Assessment Returns   Free initial consultation 
• Company Tax Returns   Call Rob or Tracy Woods 
• VAT  

• Book-keeping   Tel: 01206 322 604 

• Tax Planning     Email: info@rjwoodsandco.com 
• Payroll      Website: www.rjwoodsandco.com 
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Straight from Lowestoft fish market! 
A wide selection of fresh fish, smoked 

fish and seasonal shell fish. 
 

Every Thursday  

2pm- 2.30pm 

by the Dedham memorial 
 

Deliveries also available in the  
Dedham area on Thursdays. 
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